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NEIGHBORS EXPRESS VIEWS ON
A-MOUNTAIN OPEN SPACE
PRESERVATION

On February 2, 2005 more than 25 concerned
residents of Panorama Estates as well as Menlo
Park and other neighborhoods met in the Ward I
office of Councilman Jose Ibarra to discuss
preservation of open space on A-mountain.
Panorama Estates president Ellen Paige
officially presented the Panorama Estates
position paper on A-mountain and the Quarry to
Councilman Ibarra (see Jan. PEA newsletter).
Both Councilman Ibarra and Andrew Greenhill,
aide to Mayor Walkup, encouraged Panorama
Estates to hold a special meeting and
membership vote to clarify neighborhood
opinion on open space preservation.
Subsequently, on March 8, 2005 a special
meeting was held at the home of Ellen Paige,
with 30 Panorama Estates neighborhood
residents attending, and 100% casting ballots in
favor of preservation of open space on A-
mountain. Specifically the vote asked that the
City of Tucson acquire, by purchase or trade,
privately owned property on the slopes of A-
mountain, for the purpose of preserving it as
open space. The results of this vote were
conveyed to Councilman Ibarra, and Mayor and
Council. Additionally, the issue of open space
preservation was raised in the Mayor and
Council session held March 1, 2005.
Councilman Ibarra introduced a motion that the
Council staff study the feasibility of City
acquisition of A-mountain land for preservation;
the motion passed with the unanimous support of
all Council members. A follow-up meeting in
Mayor and Council chambers should be held in
early April; a good neighborhood turn-out there
would be helpful in furthering open space
preservation. Ellen Paige will try to alert
neighborhood re date and time of that meeting,
or you can get on an e mailing list by contacting
Jill Hofer at Jill@nicegift.org.
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BUFFLEGRASS INVASION ALERT

Bufflegrass has been in the news lately.
This rapidly-spreading, non-native grass is
crowding out native vegetation and placing our
homes in danger of wildfires. Bufflegrass is now
considered to be the single greatest threat to the
Sonoran desert, where the dried plants can carry
fires, destroying native plants and animals. Just
last week, Arizona declared bufflegrass a
“noxious weed.”

Once found mainly along road shoulders,
bufflegrass can now be seen spreading out around
“A” Mountain and Tumamoc Hill — and
surrounding our houses and vacant lots. It is time L
to find out what we can do to eradicate this

dangerous weed from our neighborhood. WEED WHACKERS UNITE!
Travis Bean, Coordinator of the
Buffelgrass Eradication and Outreach Effort for A big THANK YOU to all our neighbors who

the University of Arizona’s Desert Laboratory on
Tumamoc Hill, has agreed to meet with our
neighborhood. We will view slides, learn how to

have been out pulling and digging and
whacking the tall weeds that have leaped up
after our wonderful rains. Our neighborhood

id is looking so much better. You are an
re inspiration!
ar
re
PEA Board of Directors~20035
Ellen Paige, President/Treasurer 623-6689
Doug Horner, Vice President 617-0696
Vera Pfeuffer, Secretary 4449148
Fi Barbara Anderson, Member-at-Large ~ 624-4264
WY Larry Chavez, (new!)Member-at-Large 791-0780

THANK YOU!

The City of Tucson, its officers and employees, its Department of Neighborhood Resources and all other offices neither agree or disagree with the
views.expressed or implied in this communication and are not responsible therefor. The distribution requestor is solely responsible.
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PANORAMA HOME TOUR:
A GREAT SUCCESS!

Sunday, March 6™ 2005 marked the first annual
Panorama Estates Home Tour. Dark clouds and a
spring shower cleared just as over 30 neighbors
gathered at 1:30 at the mosaic gardens of Lynn
Kerry. The beautiful afternoon was spent socializing
and exploring some of our neighborhood’s many
unique homes and gardens. Included on the tour
were Lynn Kerry’s gorgeous and inspirational
mosaic-filled garden and Dr. Mary Jo Ghory’s
beautifully decorated 1908 stone house, which is on
the National Register of Historic Places for its
unusual stone masonry. We also visited Larry and
Julie Chavez’s very exciting and modern streamlined
multi-level rammed earth home, designed by Larry
himself. Hal Bardach is also credited with the design
of his lovely art-filled chateau, featuring a loft,
studio and beautiful patio. Our final destination was
Lee and Jeanne Paige’s dramatic house on the hill,
where at 4:00 p.m. neighbors enjoyed the
breathtaking city views from the Paige’s ramada,
while sampling Jeanne’s punch and cookies. The
rains returned that evening, but could not dampen
the enjoyment of an afternoon spent getting to know
our wonderful neighbors and their homes. Many
thanks are due to Jill Hofer, Judy Muller, Vera
Pfeuffer and Ellen Paige for organizing this fun
social event! And rumor has it the 2006 Tour is
already on the drawing board....
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